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Seeded links to BHL from Wikipedia pages 

1. Reviewed top 5,000 requested pages in 
Wikipedia for May 2008.* 

2. Selected pages about organisms. 
– BHL contains original descriptions and connecting 

those to species pages was and is a priority for BHL. 

3. Added links to BHL from Wikipedia page. 

 

Rationale: Linking from popular pages is likely to 
result in more traffic. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Popular_pages&oldid=235703878 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:Popular_pages&oldid=235703878


Top 20 organismal pages in 
Wikipedia requests* 

Rank 
229 

Page 
Cat  

Views 
331,968 

View (per day) 
10,708 

URL 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cat  

250 Lion  318,300 10,267 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion  

279 Dog  306,228 9,878 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog  

321 Tiger  286,232 9,233 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiger  

571 Absinthe  215,477 6,950 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absinthe  

636 Platypus  203,842 6,575 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platypus  

660 Horse  200,893 6,480 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse  

670 Shark  199,450 6,433 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shark  

717 Snake  192,434 6,207 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake  

729 Dolphin  190,938 6,159 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolphin  

746 Fish  188,358 6,076 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fish  

848 Elephant  175,547 5,662 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elephant  

924 Spider  169,772 5,476 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider  

1009 Polar bear  163,231 5,265 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar bear  

1127 Dinosaur  154,818 4,994 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinosaur  

1180 Wolf  151,437 4,885 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolf  

1211 Rose  149,352 4,817 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose  

1221 Cheetah  148,680 4,796 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheetah  

1248 Cannabis  146,971 4,741 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis  

*Entire list at: http://dl.dropbox.com/u/695158/2008_WikipediaOrganisms.xls  
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Mechanics of entries: 
Reference citation vs.  

External link to Names Bibliography 
Reference citation 
<ref name="Linn1758">{{cite book 
| last = Linnaeus  
| first = Carolus  
| authorlink = Carolus Linnaeus  
| title = Systema naturae per regna tria naturae :secundum classes, ordines, genera, species, 
cum characteribus, differentiis, synonymis, locis.  
| publisher = Holmiae (Laurentii Salvii)  
| year = 1758 
| pages = 73  
| url = http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/726976 
| accessdate = 2008-09-08 
| volume = 1  
| edition = 10th edition}}</ref>  

External Link 
* View occurrences of [http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/name/Ursus_maritimus 
''Ursus maritimus''] in Biodiversity Heritage Library. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion#cite_note-Linn1758-2  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar_bear#External_links  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar_bear


5 September 2008 
Cat ‎  
Cat ‎ (→Scientific classification)  
Cat ‎ (→External links)  
Lion ‎ (→External links)  
Lion ‎  

8 September 2008 
Cheetah ‎ (→External links)  
Polar bear ‎  
Polar bear ‎ (→External links)  
Snake ‎ (→External links)  
Horse ‎  
Platypus ‎ (→External links)  
Artemisia absinthium ‎ (→External links)  
Artemisia absinthium ‎  
Tiger ‎ (→External links)  
Tiger ‎ (→Naming and etymology)  
Tiger ‎  
Dog ‎ (→External links)  
Dog ‎ (→Taxonomy)  
Lion ‎  
Lion ‎ (→External links)  
Lion ‎ (→Naming and etymology)  
Megalodon ‎ (→Taxonomy)  

9 September 2008 
Hortus Malabaricus 

22 September 2008 
Systema Naturae ‎  
Systema Naturae ‎ (→References)  

Additions to 
Wikipedia 

pages 
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Traffic from Wikipedia: Pre-seed 

 



Traffic from Wikipedia: Post-seed 

Top 10: 
7 Organisms 
2 Titles 
1 Concept 
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Title 
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Title 



Traffic from Wikipedia: Launch - Mar 1, 2012 

Title 

Top 10: 
5 Organisms 
4 Titles 
1 Concept 
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Title 
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Traffic from Wikipedia: Jan-Mar 2012 
Title 

Title 
Title 

Title 
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Title 

Author 

Author 

Author 

Author 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism 

Organism (Image) 

Top 10: 
5 Titles 
3 Organisms 
2 Authors 



Takeaway: BHL succeeds with Wikipedia 
when linking from book-related pages. 

Stay longer 

Browse  
deeper 



Takeaway, cont. 

• Historic traffic is skewed because more of the 
“seeded” links were from organism pages 

• Wikipedians, without any guidance or 
instruction, have made their own links to BHL 
resources 
– Those links are among the most active 

• We can try to be organized about linking 
between Wikipedia & BHL, but any link is 
better than no link 

 



Recommendations 

• Keep linking BHL titles from Wikipedia entries 
– The rarer, the better 

• Determine things we’ve scanned that aren’t widely held 

– The more useful & more cited, the better 

• Link authors & other creators 

• Keep linking charismatic organisms 

• BHL should encourage the GLAM wiki (Galleries, 
Libraries, Archives, Museums) folks & other 
interested parties to focus on BHL content 

• As you do research on Wikipedia, make links to 
BHL < You, too, can help increase BHL traffic 
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